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shirts and discipline, she believed that she could obtain salvation without them. Pephaps she hoped that M. de Montespan, her husband, would count for her. In spite of the manner in which she had separated from the King, partly through attachment, partly through the regrets of ambition, she could never think of her exile without shedding tears. She was curious to get information of Versailles, and when the journeys to Fontainebleau arrived, she was seen to betake herself to Petit-Bourg, situated in the neighbourhood. Her pleasure was to stay concealed in a closet looking on the road, in order to see the King's carriage pass.
The triumph of Madame de Maintenon had been too bitter for a heart like hers ever to bring itself to pardon; she broke even with the Abbess of Fontev-rault, because the latter, like a woman aware of her interests, continued from time to time to correspond with the former Widow Scavvon. After a silence of twelve years, she finally followed her sister's example, and wrote to thank her old friend of the Hdtel d'Albret, who, to oblige and please her, had just presented the family with a bishopric. The first step taken, she wrote to her from time to time, but in a style severe, studied cold, and measured, to the point of almost becoming insulting. The Marechal de Vivonne died in the year 1688 ; she was most sensible of this loss, and was right in grieving over it; the marshal was a good adviser and her sincere friend. He resembled her in face, but his mind was far stronger in resolution and judgment. Madame de Montespan, because of her great impetuosity, passed generally for a proud woman;